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O F F I C I A L  P R O G R A M M E

Your chance to take home
the music of The Nativity

Relive the experience of  
The Nativity with this exclusive 

soundtrack, captured live during 
the performances at Southampton 

Guildhall, December 2012.

Available to pre-order in the foyer,  
or visit

www.thenativity.co.uk/cd
to order online.

£10
or 3 for £25
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Welcome to the Nativity!

Christmas just wouldn’t be Christmas without a good old Nativity play, would it? It is 
an essential part of the festive celebrations and I’m sure that the majority of primary 
schools and churches across the city will have been busy preparing for their annual 
telling of the Christmas story! 

So, why do another one? What makes this one any different? 

Our Nativity production takes the biblical account of the birth of Jesus, as found in 
the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke and uses the medium of musical theatre to 
give this age old story a modern make over! It was important for us to remain true 
to the original accounts of the events that surrounded the birth of Jesus but at the 
same time we wanted to recreate these events in a way that would be relevant to a 
modern audience. So, there are a few changes... female innkeepers and dancing 
soldiers, to name a couple! 

We will explore how it must have felt for young Mary, a teenager, to be told that she 
was pregnant and not only that, but that the father of the child was the Almighty 
God of Israel. We’ll journey with her as she breaks the news to her fiancé, Joseph, 
and see how he needs the intervention of an angel before really believing her 
story. We’ll follow them to the town of Bethlehem, under order from Caesar Augustus 
and there witness the moment that changed human history, as this divine child... 
Emmanuel, God with us is born into our world. 

We’ll see the usual visitors bring their gifts to the new Saviour, first the humble 
Shepherds followed by the Wise Men from the East. We’ll see Herod thrown into a 
rage as he hears the news of this new king, born right under his nose and throughout 
the story we’ll see how God sent his messenger, Gabriel to ensure that everyone 
knew that He was at work, unveiling his master plan for a fallen world.

Every song you will hear and every word that is spoken has been specially written 
for this production. The Nativity story may be the same but this production is quite 
different, using song and dance, music and video to help communicate the real 
message of Christmas; that this baby who was born grew to be a man – a man 
who can make a real difference in your life today. We’re seeking to put Jesus back 
at the heart of Christmas!

That’s why we’re doing another one. So, sit back, relax and be prepared to go on a 
journey with us... a journey that will have you laughing, maybe crying, but certainly 
thinking about where this thing called Christmas all began.

Thank you for coming and I hope it’s a memorable moment for you!

Neil Maddock

The Nativity 2012



Nine years ago, The Nativity made its musical debut in a village hall in Braishfield to 
an audience of 60 people...

In 2003 at New Life Church, Romsey, husband-and-wife team 
Phil and Laura Le Cheminant decided to 
do something different for the Christmas 
festivities. The story of the Nativity had 
always been special to them – it amazes, 
inspires and encourages. They wanted to 
present something fresh which would avoid 
the standard tea-towelled shepherds and 
inevitable small girl trying to get her doll 
back from the manger.

So they began writing. Laura started crafting songs based on the accounts in Luke 
and John’s gospels, and Phil wrote the musical arrangements. In a matter of weeks, 
they had penned five songs and two poems. Laura fleshed out a script and Phil put 
together some supporting video footage.

Many willing and brilliant volunteers joined the team, and the production took shape 
in a miraculous way. There was a part for everyone who wanted to participate, 
from narrators to stage hands, technical assistants, singers, dancers and of course 
actors. A local choir was drafted in who rapidly learnt the arrangements.

The whole cast had one single full rehearsal on the day of the production, and 
that evening, the production entitled “Good News” was performed to a small but 
appreciative audience. For an amateur production, it was very memorable – one 
highlight being when the curtains pulled back to reveal the Angel Gabriel dressed in 
a gold sequined suit!

Fast forward to 2011. While working together on the Southampton Passion,  
Neil Maddock and Phil agreed to produce The Nativity as their next project. Neil 
rapidly rewrote the script and suggested numerous creative ideas, and Laura and 
Phil wrote many new musical numbers.

“The Nativity” was born.

This production is fortunate to benefit from many awesomely talented people both 
on and off stage. It’s hard to imagine how it’s come from such humble beginnings. 
But that’s also part of the beauty of the story; what seemed like the most humble 
and insignificant birth was the beginning of an amazing life on earth, one that has 
changed the lives of millions of people.

E-Quip Community Arts is a registered charity, which was founded in 2010 and has 
two main objectives. Firstly, we seek to offer people an opportunity to access the 
performing arts, who ordinarily may not get the chance. Through this we want to 
help build people’s confidence and raise their self esteem. 

We work in a number of different ways to achieve this goal; from working in a number 
of schools across the city getting involved with running drama clubs and helping 
to stage whole school productions, to running a regular drama club for adults with 
learning disabilities and staging two productions a year with them. We have also 
run summer holiday programmes with children and taken a week to plan, prepare, 
rehearse and perform a short production to family and friends.

Through all of this work we seek to enable grounded birds to fly.

The second objective of the charity is to creatively communicate the Christian Faith. 
We seek to use fresh innovative ideas to make the Christian message relevant and 
accessible for a modern audience. Whether this is through large scale city wide 
events, such as the Passion (2011) or the Nativity or smaller projects such as Tom, 
Dick & Harry (Oct 2011) we seek to use drama, dance, music and video to show 
people that Christianity, and in particular Jesus is relevant today.

We also seek to work with others in achieving our objectives and in the past two 
years have successfully partnered with Steve Lee (Miracle Street), Sam Lenton 
(Contemporary Christian Drama), Demelza Jarrett (White Horse Films), Chris Davis 
(Southampton City Mission) and Nien-Xi Ship (Kindicare) to produce a variety of 
projects.

And we intend to keep going! We are currently working on a number of ideas for 
future productions, so watch this space and stay tuned to find out what’s coming 
up from E-QUIP in the future!

You can follow us on Facebook and on Twitter to find out more.

Where It All Began



Mary: Grace Ibbott
I absolutely love theatre. Since I was small I wanted 
to be on stage, but I was too scared to pursue it. 
When this opportunity came up I had barely any 
acting experience, but I thought, against the odds, 
I’d audition! I also have a passion for music and God. 
The combination of these three things seemed to be 
right for the part, and thankfully, I ended up not only 
participating, but being blessed with the chance to 
explore the role of Mary.

The Nativity means everything to me, and playing Mary 
has made it mean even more. The story is fascinating; 
nowadays people take it for granted, as it is something 

we have all grown up with, but the essence, the emotion and the truth of the story is 
beautiful. I mean, what other king that died for everyone who has ever lived started out 
life in a barn?! It’s just perfect!

When I consider playing such an important historical character, the first thing that 
comes into my head is that I just don’t deserve it! Mary was a real woman, alive two 
thousand years ago, who was told that her life would change forever. There is nothing in 
the Bible about the emotional journey she must have gone through, and the doubt she 
had to hide. The courage she must have had to battle against their harsh society for the 
love of a God many people didn’t even believe in, well, it’s just mind-blowing! To get 
the chance to even scrape the surface of what was going through her heart and mind 
at the time is an honour. And to show this to people in December so that they may 
connect to the true meaning of Christmas – wow.

In preparation, I listened to all the songs I needed to learn until I knew them inside out – 
that was the first thing! Then I began to explore the deeper, more emotional side. I did 
this by reading the beginning of each Gospel in the Bible – Luke was the best! I want to 
keep my portrayal of Mary as close to the truth as possible, so what better way than to 
start with the original source! I’ve been reading around from other places as well about 
Mary and the culture she lived in. What I’ve found surprising is how little there is of the 
emotional side of the story, which must have been a roller-coaster, to say the least! Then 
again, this means I myself can explore what would have been in her heart and come to 
my own decisions. This has definitely given me more of an attachment to her character, 
and I am privileged to have the opportunity to act as one of the most influential and 
loving women of all time.

Joseph: Jack White
I’m so happy to be acting in The Nativity. The music is really 
special and I love performing the songs!

I have been singing professionally from a very young age. 
My musical theatre experience started when I landed the 
role of Michael Jackson in the West End musical ‘Thriller 
Live’ in 2007. From there, I set up Love Soul Choir which 
has now grown to become the UK’s leading pop & soul 
choir, appearing on TV shows alongside choirmaster Gareth 
Malone.

Aside from singing and arranging, I have a huge passion 
for live music and recently played piano for Joe McElderry 

& Katherine Jenkins.

In 1997 when I was 5, I played Joseph in my school nativity play – so it feels good to be 
playing the role again! There’s quite a lot of pressure, but I have enjoyed exploring the 
role of Joseph and feel very proud to be playing the part.

Mary  .................................................... Grace Ibbott

Joseph  ....................................................  Jack White

Gabriel  ............................................ Andy Stubbles

Lois  ......................................................  Lizzie Moore

Abigail  .........................................  Becky Waldron

Martha  ................................................... Jessie Finn

Anne .............................................. Nicky Chapman

Melchior  ...............................  Graeme Clements

Gaspar  ................................................ Dave Wilkins

Balthasar  ..................................  Steve McIntyre

Herod  ...................................  Geoff Dodsworth

Servant  ................................................  Joe Venable

Esther  .................................. Jennifer Churcher

Deborah  ............................................... Tina Adams

Caesar  ...................................................  Mark Allen

Scribe  ..............................................  Simon Crispin

Marcus  ...........................................  Pete Reynolds

Vitruvius  ...................................  Darren Crispin

Aurelius  ..................................  Adrian Robinson

Domitian  ..........................................  Pete Walton

Claudius  ......................................... Tom Fairbank

Syrus  ....................................................  Chris Aland

Reuben  .....................................................  Andy Finn

David  ................................................. Tony Skinner

Ben  .......................................................... Mike Combs

Seth  ..................................  Paul Dawson-Plincke



Mark Allen
I’m 47 and currently 
working for the 
country’s leading fire 
and security company. 
This is my 22nd show 
in Southampton 
as I belong to 

Southampton Operatic society and 
have played many diverse and cameo 
characters over the last 15 years. This is 
my second show for E-Quip arts, having 
played Bartholomew in 2010’s brilliant 
Southampton Passion in Guildhall square. 
This show is a lot of fun and will introduce 
many people to the real meaning of 
Christmas. 

Jenny Churcher
I’ve been interested 
in singing and acting 
since I was a child. 
While I was in the 
navy, I did a lot of 
acting but not a lot of 
singing – I left that for 

the shower and choirs. Since leaving the 
navy, I have taken part in murder mysteries 
and musicals. I’ve had so much fun with 
E-Quip Arts and from the first evening I 
was made to feel welcome and needed. 
Everyone has been very professional and I 
feel like I have come home.

Tina Adams
I moved to 
Southampton just 
in time to see ‘The 
Passion’ which was 
so exciting and 
moving. I’m thrilled 
to be involved in this 

production. I was a drama teacher for 
many years and then worked as Co-
Director of Kenilworth Youth for Christ 
alongside my husband Chris. I now 
tutor exam candidates in English and 
spend time painting whenever possible, 
particularly during worship times at my 
church, Bridge Christian Fellowship.

Mike Combs
I did a little acting 
in a village amateur 
dramatics group as 
a child and up to the 
age of 15. I served as 
a Police Officer for 30 
years and a Physics 

technician for 13 years before retiring 
and moving to Hampshire with my wife so 
we could be near our two girls and their 
families. I then was asked to audition for 

the Passion and was given the part of a 
nasty priest arresting Jesus, so not much 
acting needed there after my 30 years 
Police service! I felt the call to audition 
for the Nativity and have a singing part 
as a shepherd - singing being one of my 
hobbies. 

Darren Crispin
I’m a Bank Manager 
by day, Centurion by 
night! I loved to act 
when I was young 
and had a glorious 
five years treading the 
boards before work 

and time pressures made me give up. 
However, ‘The Passion’ has inspired me to 
come out of retirement, and also given 
me a great chance to perform alongside 
my son, Simon.

Peter Walton
Pretending to be men 
who can’t dance, 
won’t dance but were 
trying to dance was 
always going to be a 
recipe for camp jokes, 
horseplay and general 

hilarity. It’s been a real giggle but expect 
us to leave our dignity on the stage! In real 
life I’m a manager at the Booth Centre 
(Salvation Army Lifehouse). I’ve acted 
before in the Southampton Passion as a 
soldier, in the Mark drama and a couple 
of student films. 

Pete Reynolds
I am a heating 
engineer during the 
day and was lucky 
enough to be selected 
to be a Roman 
soldier. I’ve always 
loved acting but most 

recently I’ve acted in a murder mystery 
and also was in the Passion. The Nativity 
has been an opportunity to widen my 
stage skills further and hope this will lead 
onto other opportunities. 

Nicky Chapman
I work for the Bishop of 
Southampton as a PA. 
I’ve had small acting 
roles in a variety of 
productions and was 
in the Passion as a 
crowd member. I really 

enjoyed it, so was keen to be involved in 
the Nativity. It’s been a great experience 
and a lot of fun.

Geoff Dodsworth
This is the second 
occasion I’ve been 
cast as a villain in an 
E-Quip Arts project 
having appeared as 
Pontius Pilate in the 
Southampton Passion 

in Easter 2010. I’ve been involved in local 
theatre for a number of years in a variety 
of roles and am due to appear in ‘Dear 
Antoine’ at the Nuffield Theatre in January. 
I regard the Passion and the Nativity as 
unique opportunities for presenting the 
Christian message through performing 
arts and I’m delighted to be part of this 
project.

Chris Aland
I’m a HR manager and 
married with two young 
boys. I’m an active 
member of Swathling 
Baptist Church and 
Southampton University 
Players for the last 

seven years. Having taken part in the 
Passion in 2010, as soon as I heard about 
the Nativity I wanted to take part. I’ve 
enjoyed being recruited in to Caesar’s 
army with my fellow excellent dancing 
soldiers.

Becky Waldron
I don’t get to do 
any drama when 
I’m studying maths, 
chemistry and biology 
at college so joining 
the Nativity has been a 
fantastic experience. 

I joined the crew quite late but everyone 
made me feel welcome and I’m so glad 
to be part of such a great team. I hope 
you all enjoy watching what I’m sure will 
be an unforgettable show.  

Simon Crispin
I’m 16 years old and 
am studying Drama 
and Theatre Studies at 
college. I have been 
in many amateur 
productions, including 
My Fair Lady where 

I played Colonel Pickering. I have really 
enjoyed this experience and hope you 
enjoy the show. 

Tom Fairbank
I am a teacher at a 
Primary school. My 
acting experience 
stops at one school 
production but I have 
nothing but enthusiasm 
for this venture. It’s 

been a fantastic opportunity to meet a 
great cast and to remind people of the 
real meaning behind Christmas. 

Adrian Robinson
I am currently retraining 
as a maths and 
science teacher 
having worked for 
IBM since university. I 
have played Romeo 
in Romeo and Juliet 

and was a Dove Bike in the opening 
ceremony of this year’s Olympic games. 
The Nativity is a musical that I have wanted 
to be a part of since I saw an advert for it 
because of its aim to bring Jesus back into 
Christmas. The experience has been great.

Lizzie Moore
I’m in my second year 
at Itchen College 
studying Graphics, 
Media Studies, English 
Language and IT. I 
have had a lot of 
singing experience 

from school concerts to singing in church. 
However this is my first real acting role 
and I have found it really inspiring seeing 
people of all experiences coming 
together and meeting new people.

Jessie Finn
I’m currently in year 
11 at Bitterne Park, 
studying Drama (my 
favourite lesson!) 
textiles, English, Maths, 
Triple Science, History, 
French and I have to 

do PE! I’ve taken part in a few other church 
based plays and last year I was in the 
Southampton Passion. It’s been great fun 
taking part in the Nativity, catching up with 
fellow Passion actors and the new crew!

Dave Wilkins
I started on the stage 
at the age of 10 
appearing mainly in 
musicals. After a short 8 
year break in the Royal 
Navy as a submariner, 
I left to start my own 

fibre optic company. I resumed treading 
the boards with local groups and now find 
myself having a lot of fun in the Nativity 
and this time I’m not a sheep. It has been 
a great experience with lots of laughs 
along the way. 

Steve McIntyre
I work as a VAT 
consultant advising 
charities, public sector 
bodies and businesses. 
I’m a member of King’s 
Community Church, 
Hedge End. I’ve taken 

part in a number of church based drama 
productions including Joseph, Spirit and 
the Southampton Passion in 2010. I’m 
pleased to be playing a wise man in this 
production of the Nativity and am excited 
about being part of this team which is 
bringing a vibrant new show telling the 
Christmas story to the city.

Tony Skinner
For as long as I can 
remember, I have 
loved performing 
I’ve been acting and 
singing on stage 
since my First School 
days, doing both light 

hearted and serious shows from panto 
to opera. In my spare time, I work as a 
complaint handler for a major bank. I 
have loved being a part of the Nativity, 
mostly because of the rest of the cast and 
crew;  they are all great guys and there 
has never been a dull moment! 

Joe Venable
I’m a student at Barton 
Peveril College, but 
have been involved in 
drama from Dr Faustus 
and Twelfth Night to 
West Side Story and 
South Pacific, as well 

as last year’s Southampton Passion. It’s 
amazing to be part of The Nativity and 
see something come together with the 
glorification of Jesus at its centre.

Andy Stubbles
I am Director of a 
company working 
mostly in central 
London in the 
construction business. 
When asked – “have 
you ever acted” by 

the casting team, my response was, “well 
I’ve been married 25 years, what do you 

think?” I’ve sung in bands since I was in my 
teens but this is something very different 
for me, and I have really enjoyed  learning 
from the whole process. The excitement 
for me is that I wholeheartedly believe 
the story and have followed Jesus for a 
long time now. My hope is that this play 
touches you in the same way.

Andy Finn
I’m a teacher working 
in a local primary 
school. I’m part of 
the leadership team 
at Riverside Family 
Church and have a 
passion for worship, 

prayer and creativity. I’m a musician and 
songwriter and have trained at Worship 
Academy UK. I’ve performed various skits 
and plays in church settings and was also 
part of the band GoodFish (along with Neil 
Maddock). I was recently in a play called 
‘What happened to the baby?’ by Sam 
Lenton, but my biggest stage adventure 
was being a disciple in the Southampton 
Passion in April 2011. I’ve been very much 
looking forward to The Nativity as it’s given 
me the excuse to grow a ‘great big bushy 
beard’ for my role!

Graeme Clements
I have performed 
regularly with Fareham 
Musical Society 
winning the Curtain 
Call Award for Best 
Actor in January for my 
portrayal of the King of 

Siam in “The King & I”. I played Caiaphas 
in The Passion last year and have enjoyed 
working with the Equip team again after 
such a memorable event. By day I am 
a Renewables Consultant, which is a 
posh name for an Eco Warrior! I was last 
in a Nativity play 49 years ago. I was a 
shepherd so at that rate I may get to play 
Joseph when I’m 102!

Paul Dawson-Plincke
I started singing 
when I was 8 in a 
small children’s choir 
and never looked 
back. With a variety 
of groups, choirs, 
bands and casts from 

classical to modern music and shows 
there hasn’t been anything I’ve shied 
away from. I’m married with 2 children, a 
fat cat, thin cat and a fat hamster.



Production TeamDancers

Orchestra

Artistic Director  ...............................................................  Neil Maddock

Assistant Director  ......................................................  Phil Le Cheminant

Executive Producer  ............................................... Laura Le Cheminant

Choreographer  .....................................................  Robyn Jane Parsons

Lighting Designer  ...........................................................  Aaron Shearer

Sound Engineer  ..........................  Gareth Thomas and Steve Szymanski

Music Director  ............................................................. Andrew Worsfold

Technical Manager for video  ............................................ Geoff Prime

Matte Artist  ..................................................................  Diarmid Langley

Stage Manager  ..................................................................  Ruth Hiscott

Assistant Stage Manager  .............................................................  Jill Ife

Costume Director  ........................................................ Frances Heather

Make Up  ........................................................................ Lindsay Snuggs

Set Building  ...............................................  Dick Ord and Aaron Shearer

Set Painting  ....................................................................  Neil Maddock

Front of House Manager  .............................................. Debbie Challen

Publicity Coordinator  .................................................... Dave Newman

Graphic Designer  ................................................................ Barry Brand

Church Liaison Officer  .................................................. Sarah Wilkinson

Prayer Coordinators  .................................. John and Margaret Challen

Finance Manager  ..................................................................  Sara Carr

Actors playing Jesus 
in film montage

Francesca Kelly  ................................................................... baby Jesus
 (Big thank you to Jo and Chris Kelly for allowing us to film Francesca)

Charlie Gwyn  ................................................................... toddler Jesus
 (Big thank you to Matt and Lucy Gwyn for allowing us to film Charlie)

Isaac Maddock ..........................................................  young boy Jesus

Nat Kadri  .......................................................................  teenage Jesus

Neil Maddock  .....................................................................  adult Jesus

Daniella Paris
I’m creative director of Expressions 
Academy which is an arts focussed 
company that works in the 
community and churches through 
workshops and performances. 

Jenny Howells
I’m an assistant director of 
Expressions Academy alongside 
Daniella. With a heart to transform 
lives through creativity and inclusion, 
we have joyfully joined the Nativity to 
develop our skills while worshipping 
God. 

Laura Heda
I am the Artistic Director and founder 
of Serious Shapes Dance Company, 
an emerging urban contemporary 
performance group based in 
Southampton that offers weekly adult 
street and contemporary lessons. 
I have gained FDI in Ballet and 

Modern teaching qualifications with the ISTD, a BA (Hons) 
Dance and Choreography, a PGCE in Dance, and am 
also qualified to teach Urban Reboundng, a fun fitness 
class based on the principle of jumping on trampettes!

Laura Plummer
I’m 23 years old and currently work at 
Carnival UK. Dance has always been 
a great part of my life. I trained at 
Elmhurst Dance School, took A levels 
and BTec in dance before teaching 
it for a short period. It’s great to be 
part of this performance. I have 

enjoyed the rehearsals and meeting the cast.

Anna Daraklitsas
I am 17 and currently studying 
Dance as one of my A-levels at 
Peter Symonds College. I have 
really enjoyed being part of the 
Nativity team over the past few 
months. Having performed in 

dance productions in the past I was thrilled at the 
opportunity to get involved with this exciting telling 
of the account of Jesus’ birth.

Laura Bentley
I am 23 years old and work for the 
John Lewis Partnership. I began 
my working life as a ballet dancer, 
touring as far as Japan with the 
Birmingham Royal Ballet, Ballet 
Ireland and the English National 
Ballet. This Christmas is the first time 

I have brought out my dancing shoes since giving up 
professional ballet in 2010 so I am delighted to be 
involved in the Nativity.

Woodwind
Sam Mason  .................................  flute/piccolo/clarinet/sax

Nickie Smith  ...............................................  oboe/recorder 

Stuart Marchant  ............................................... clarinet/sax

Dave Lee  .....................................  clarinet/bass clarinet/sax

Bob Pearce  .......................................................  harmonica

Brass
David Payne  .................................................... French horn

Nathan Hattersley  .................................................  trumpet

Jahan Hunter  .........................................................  trumpet

David Ferguson  .................................................. trombone

Strings
Diana Williams  ........................................................... violin

Jorge May  .................................................................. violin

Jane Andrews  ....................................  viola Friday/Saturday

Jo Leonard  ................................................... viola Thursday

Sue Leonard  ............................................................... cello

Rhythm
Phil Le Cheminant  ....................................................  piano

Paul Ibbott  ................................................................  strings

Ben Nichols  ........................................................  brass & FX

Ian Livett  .................................................................... guitar

Gary Blackman  ..........................................................  bass

Andy Connell  ........................................................... drums 

Neil Maddock  ................................................... percussion



Musical Numbers

ACT I
“In The Beginning”

“Life Here In Nazareth”
Friends

“Together”
Mary and Friends

“Don’t Be Afraid”
Angel Gabriel and Mary

“Mary’s Song”
Mary

“What Am I To Do?”
Joseph

“Gabriel’s Response”
Angel Gabriel

“Census”
Caesar Augustus

“How Far”
Joseph and Mary

ACT II
“Silence Falls”

Innkeepers

“Good Shepherds”
Angel Gabriel

“What A Gift”
Mary, Joseph and Shepherds

“I See A Star”
Wise Men

“Worship Him”
King Herod

“You Are Worthy”
Wise Men, Angel Gabriel, Joseph and Mary

“What A Mystery”
All

Thank You
A production of this scale requires a lot people 
working together to make it possible and offering 
their support. We wanted to say a few particular 
‘thank you’s’ to the following:

Bishop of Southampton, Right Rev Jonathan 
Frost for agreeing to be the patron of the Nativity 
and for his interest and support of what we’ve 
sought to achieve.

Southampton Christian Network, for helping 
to spread the word about the Nativity and 
encouraging Churches across the city to engage 
with the production and be part of the project.

Southampton Guildhall, in particular Simon 
Williams, Mandy Fields, Judy Amandini, Carolynn 
Freeman and Stephen Sambrook for their help, 
support and advice throughout the process of 
staging this production in this wonderful venue.

Matt Bunday Events (MBE), for their support and 
input into our fundraising events and in particular 
Matt Bunday, for his advice and consultation in 
the area of H&S.

Riverside Family Church, for allowing us take 
over your church building every Wednesday for 
the past few months as our rehearsal space!

www.groomshire.co.uk, for the half price hire of 
Gabriel’s suit.

Everyone you see on stage tonight or in the 
orchestra; those working the technical aspects or 
stewarding at the venue. 

Everyone who has worked so hard for the past 
12-18 months behind the scenes to make this 
production possible has done so as a volunteer. 

A heartfelt thank you for all you’ve done in making 
the Nativity a success.



E-QUIP Community 
Arts Project is a new 
initiative recently 
established and it 
exists to:
•		Offer	education	and	training	in	

the Performing Arts to all people, 
with a strong focus on those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds  

•		To	help	build	confidence	and	self	
esteem through the Performing Arts

•		To	use	the	Performing	Arts	to	
communicate any given message, with 
a particular emphasis on promoting the 
Christian faith

We want to give all people an opportunity 
to access the performing arts and to learn 
to express themselves creatively - we seek 
to enable grounded birds to fly.

It is our desire to work with churches, 
community groups, businesses and other 
charities across the city offering workshops 
and clubs, training creative teams and 
providing performances for events, writing 
original scripts and music to suit your 
requirements. E-QUIP can also offer input 
into schools work and are involved in 
staging large scale events in the city.

For more information on how E-QUIP can 
serve you, please visit:

www.e-quiparts.org.uk
E-QUIP Community Arts is a registerd Charity, no. 1137572

stationery posters flyers banners wedding stationery adverts brochures album artwork logos leaflets vehicle livery newsletters invitations point of sale exhibitions and more...

‘Creative Options’ is a community based 
project aimed at providing support, 

encouragement, mentoring, training and 
opportunities to people with diagnosed 

mental health issues and others experiencing 
psychological and emotional distress living in 

the community

A secular based project
with a Christian Ethos

We are currently running two drop-ins:-

West Itchen Community Trust Building,  
53 Derby Road, SO14 ODJ  

Wednesdays 11-2 pm

The Warren Centre, Chestnut Road, 
Southampton SO16 6BR  

Thursdays between 12-3 pm

Future plans include offering ‘healthy lifestyle 
groups’, a ‘cook and eat club’ and other 
specific groupwork (according to need.)
The aim is to start a community baking 

project and a community cafe.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
Do you have experience with mental  

health issues? 

Are you retired from the NHS or  
social services?  

Do you have time to give to this project?

We are particularly seeking people with 
experience to help serve on our committee 

and help with finances and paperwork.

We would also welcome people with 
experience in teaching or tutoring  

and specific food technology, baking  
or catering experience to help with this 

aspect of our work.

For further information about the project 
please contact:

frances.anne@btinternet.com 
or 07850189069

This project is supported by 

Is proud to be involved in

What Next ?
We hope you have been entertained tonight and enjoyed this slightly different portrayal 
of the Nativity story! But we hope that you’ve been more than entertained, we hope 
that you have been challenged to think about who this person Jesus really is and what 
difference he could make in your life. You see, baby Jesus grew up to be a man – a 
man who loved you so much that he was prepared to give his life for you, so that you 
can know fullness of life today. He would love to offer you forgiveness for your past, 
a new life today and a hope for your future... you just have to ask him. Maybe this 
Christmas, think about receiving the greatest gift that anyone has ever given... the gift of 
a Saviour.  

If you would like to know more about this Jesus and the difference he can make in 
your life, why not consider visiting a local church this Christmas to hear more about 
this amazing person. We’ve listed some events that are taking place, so that you know 
where you can go to find out more.

You can also speak 
to God and ask him 
directly to show you 
more of his love.

Why not pray with us:
Father God, thank you that you gave this 
world the greatest gift ever given – your 
son, Jesus. 

Thank you for the birth of this child, for the 
life that he lived and things that he taught. 

Thank you God that he gave his life to 
save me and allow me the opportunity to 
have fullness of life today. 

I want to know more of your love, God... I 
want to experience what it means to have 
you in my heart and in my life. 

Show me your love, Father through Jesus 
the Saviour.

Amen

If you would like to know 
more about the Christian 
faith, then an Alpha 
course is a good place 
to start. Various Alpha 
courses will be running 
across the city over the 
coming year - to find out 
more visit www.alpha.org

Above Bar Church
69 Above Bar Street, Southampton 
SO147FE

Sunday 16th December
9.15am .............. All-age carol service 

11am ................. All-age carol service

23rd December
6.30pm ........ Carol Service (with choir)

Christmas Day
10am ...........................All-age service

St. James’ Church
St. James’ Rd, Shirley, Southampton 
SO15 5LW

Sunday 16th December
10.30am ......... All Age Nativity Service 

3pm .............. Traditional Carol Service 

7pm .......Carol Service by Candlelight

Saturday 22nd December
11am ............ Carols in Shirley Precinct 
 with Children’s Activities.

Christmas Eve
4pm .................................Crib Service
 For families with children

11pm ........Midnight Holy Communion

Christmas Day
10.30am ..... All Age Holy Communion

For more information, contact 
Shirley Parish Office 023 8077 1755
theresa@shirleyparishchurch.org
www.shirleyparishchurch.org.uk  

Riverside Family Church
Northam Road, Southampton
 SO14 0QH

Sunday 16th December
5pm ............ Candlelight carol service

Christmas Day
10.30am .......... Christmas day service

Bitterne Parish LEP
Holy Saviour, Bitterne Precinct, 
Southampton SO19 7NS

Christmas Eve
4pm ............... All-age Candle Service

6pm ............... All-age Candle Service

11pm ........................... Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10.30am ......................All-age service

For more information, contact 
Bitterne Parish Office 023 8044 6488
parishofbitternelep@btinternet.com
www.bitterneparish.org

St Peter’s Church
Shakespeare Road, Boyatt Wood, 
Eastleigh SO50 4FZ

Saturday 22nd December
6pm ........... Community Carol Service

Christmas Eve
4pm ........ Christingle and Crib Service

11.30pm ................ Midnight Eucharist

Christmas Day
10am ...................Family Communion


